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Paul Esrich
Manager, Malvern Hills AONB Unit

Biodiversity Data in the 
Malvern Hills AONB

Structure of the Presentation

•Introduction to AONBs

•Habitats data

•Species data

•The future

What is an Area of Outstanding 
Natural Beauty (AONB)?

� A nationally important area of countryside
� AONBs are equal in landscape value to 

National Parks
� AONBs and National Parks enjoy the 

same level of planning protection under 
the law

Where are the AONBs?

AONB Purposes

The primary purpose of AONB designation is 
to conserve and enhance natural beauty.

‘The natural beauty of AONBs encompasses 
everything – ‘natural’ and human – that makes an 
area distinctive: geology, climate, soils, plants, 
animals and communities, archaeology, buildings, 
the people who live in it, past and present, and the 
perceptions of those who visit it.’ CA 2002
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AONB Partners
Local Authorities
Worcestershire County Council

Herefordshire Council

Gloucestershire Council

Malvern Hills District Council

Forest of Dean District Council

Community Representation
Herefordshire Association of Local Councils

Worcestershire Association of Local Councils

Statutory Agencies
Natural England

English Heritage

Forestry Commission

Non-Statutory Bodies
Campaign to Protect Rural England

National Farmers Union

Country Land and Business Association

Visit Herefordshire

Herefordshire and Worcestershire Earth 

Heritage Trust

Farming and Wildlife Advisory Group

Local Access Forum

Very significant others
Malvern Hills Conservators

Communities

Landowners

Habitat Data

� Production of a Scoping Report (2006)
� Development of a BAP Priority habitat 

map (2007/08)

BAP Priority Habitats
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The Future

� Landscape scale
� Links between protected areas
� Geographically specific BAP targets
� New AONB Management Plan 2009-

2014
www.malvernhillsaonb.org.uk


