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Grizzled Skipper  
Pyrgus malvae 

Species Action Plan 
 
1. Introduction 
The grizzled skipper is a UK BAP species due to the long-term declines in its 
distribution and abundance. Many remaining grizzled skipper colonies are on 
brownfield sites, where they are threatened by successional change, redevelopment 
and landscaping. Conserving the butterfly in these habitats poses a considerable 
challenge. 
 
2. Current Status 
2.1 Ecology and habitat requirements 
The grizzled skipper is a characteristic spring butterfly of sparsely vegetated 
habitats. Its rapid buzzing flight can make it difficult to follow, but it stops regularly 
either to perch on a prominent twig or to feed on nectar rich flowers. It can then be 
identified quite easily by the black and white chequerboard patterns that occur on its 
wings. The larvae feed on a range of foodplants including Fragaria vesca wild 
strawberry and Potentilla reptans creeping cinquefoil. Three main types of habitat 
are used: woodland rides, glades and clearings; unimproved grassland, especially 
chalk downland but also other calcareous soils including clays; and recently 
abandoned industrial sites such as disused spoil heaps, mine workings, railway lines 
and even rubbish tips.  
 
The grizzled skipper needs warm well-structured habitats that are inherently highly 
dynamic. Sites with south-facing banks are particularly good. Abundant nectar 
sources are required with a variety of species used including Taraxacum sp. 
dandelion, Centaurea nigra knapweed and Ranunculus sp. buttercup. Seed heads of 
around 30-40 cm are used for roosting and knapweed, Hypericum sp. St John’s wort 
and Plantago lanceolata ribwort plantain are used, as are young Crataegus 
monogyna hawthorn saplings.  The butterfly suffered not only form the wholesale 
loss of semi-natural grassland in lowland Britain during the 20th century, but also 
from abandonment and changing management of the habitats that remain. It 
suffered badly from the cessation of traditional woodland coppicing and lack of 
regular canopy gaps in modern woodland. On industrial and disused railway land it 
has suffered from the decline of heavy industry and the gradual scrubbing up of 
these neglected sites. 

 
The grizzled skipper is generally single brooded with adults flying from the end of 
April- mid June. The eggs are laid singly on foodplants growing in warm positions, 
next to either bare ground or short vegetation. The larvae build a series of “tents”, 
formed by spinning together the edge of leaves, which protect them as they grow. 
They leave these shelters only to make brief feeding visits to nearby leaves or move 
to spin new shelters. As they grow they become more mobile and select lush 
(nutrient rich) plants growing in taller vegetation or more coarse-leaved plants such 
as Rubus fruticosus bramble. They over winter as pupae amongst low vegetation. 
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2km square (tetrad) resolution 
 
Yellow dot = single sighting 
Orange dot = 2-9 butterflies seen 
Red dot = 10+ butterflies seen 
 

2.2 Population and distribution  
The species is listed as High Priority in Butterfly Conservation’s West Midlands 
Regional Action Plan. The species has continued to decline in the region as a whole 
over the last two decades. In Worcestershire the grizzled skipper has only been 
recorded in 15 tetrads (figure 1) and most sites are associated with railway cuttings, 
siding and embankments, spoil heaps and quarries. The two main locations for the 
butterfly in Worcestershire are the Wyre Forest, now a rare example in the region of 
the species using its traditional woodland habitat where the butterfly is found mainly 
on the short sward of the water pipeline and the rocket testing station, and on the 
disused railway-lines at Honeybourne: here, and on other post-industrial sites, the 
butterfly utilizes a mosaic of habitat types with areas of bare ground or short turf, 
some areas of taller herb rich grass and scrub.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 1. Records for grizzled skipper in Worcester shire 1995-2005.  Data provided by 
Butterfly Conservation.  
 
A desk study by Ellis (2006) found a record from 1997 for Shaver’s End Quarry – 
further investigation of this site may lead to more records. In addition, twelve grizzled 
skippers were recorded at Throckmorton refuse tip in May 2007. This site has 
potential for the species but further investigation of the site is again required.  
 
2.3 Legislation  
The butterfly is listed in schedule 5 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act.   
 
2.4 Summary of important sites 
The Wyre Forest   
The grizzled skipper is an uncommon species in the Wyre Forest with past records 
concentrated in four distinct areas; along the pipe-line at Longdon (18 records), the 
pipe-line in the Malpass/Breakneck Bank area (six records), the rocket testing site 
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(ten records) and Bell Coppice (four records) (Grundy, 2006).  The butterfly is 
probably under-recorded here and is likely to get a higher profile through the SITA-
funded Back to Orange Lepidoptera project currently being undertaken in the Wyre.  
 
Honeybourne Disused Railway-line 
This site is part of the old Cheltenham - Stratford line and is regionally important for 
its grizzled skipper colonies.  A grizzled skipper transect has been undertaken by 
Butterfly Conservation for the last 12 years: figure 2 shows data from the period 
1995-2004.  The transect data shows a sharp decline in numbers and the species 
has disappeared completely from stretches of line where it used to occur until very 
recently.  Grizzled skipper counts at Honeybourne fell from 56 in 1998 to just 14 in 
2004 and 2005. Although there is still plenty of creeping cinquefoil present the main 
problem is scrub encroachment, which is severely reducing the amount of open 
habitat available to the butterfly.  Chamerion angustifolium rosebay willowherb is 
also taking over some of the more open areas.   
 
Butterfly Conservation undertook some urgent conservation work on site in winter 
2006 where volunteer work parties carried out scrub clearance work. 
 
The site is owned by Sustrans and managed for access purposes.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 2. Results of grizzled skipper population tr ansects at Honeybourne 1995-2004.  Data 
provided by Butterfly Conservation. 
 
Throckmorton Refuse Tip 
An unconfirmed report was substantiated in May 2007 with 12 individuals recorded 
on one visit. Butterfly Conservation is currently in correspondence with the waste 
management company who own and manage the site regarding protection and 
enhancement measures for the species. 
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3. Current Factors Affecting the Species 
· Lack of appropriate management (e.g scrub control, grazing, increasing 

sward height) leading to a deterioration in habitat quality 
· Overgrazing (but some sites can be maintained in an appropriate condition 

by rabbit grazing) 
· Tightening of the sward and loss of bare ground  
· Re-opening of disused railway-lines  
· Development of brownfield sites  
· Fragmentation and isolation of existing colonies an d the intensive use 

of the surrounding agricultural land . As many of the butterfly’s habitats are 
transient, the species requires either a cycle of continuous management to 
maintain early successional stages within a site, or the creation of new areas 
that are colonized as existing ones become unsuitable. 

 
4. Current Action 
4.1 Local protection  
Much of the Wyre Forest is designated a SSSI, and part of it a National Nature 
Reserve. 
 
4.2 Site management and programmes of action  

· Continued close working between Butterfly Conservation, Forestry 
Commission England, Natural England and the Wyre Forest Study Group will 
hopefully result in a management brief being written for one of the four main 
Wyre Forest sites for the species (the Rocket Site) by the end of 2007.  

 
· Butterfly Conservation has been working with St. Modwen Properties PLC to 

implement a programme of positive habitat management and restoration for 
the grizzled skipper at Long Marston in Warwickshire. This 478-acre ex-MOD 
site, comprising industrial and warehouse units and derelict railway track, 
links into the northern end of the Honeybourne railway line. If further sections 
of the Honeybourne line can be opened up (cleared of scrub) and the grizzled 
skipper colonies here reconnected to the Long Marston site, this would help 
to significantly boost the stability of the population.  

 
· In 2007, a SITA Trust funded Project ‘Back to Orange’ was started in the 

Wyre Forest. This project will enable conservation management work to be 
carried out in six areas of the forest over the next three years to improve the 
habitats for butterflies and moths including the grizzled skipper. 
 

4.3 Survey, research and monitoring   
· It is anticipated that the HLF funded Wyre Forest Project (Grow with Wyre) 

will result in more community involvement in the forest in the next few years 
which will hopefully result in more sustainable long term survey and 
monitoring for this butterfly. 

 
· The ‘Back to Orange’ SITA Trust Project will allow survey, monitoring and 

research work to be focused on the grizzled skipper in the Wyre Forest for the 
next three years. 
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5. Associated plans 
Woodland, Urban. 
 
6. Vision Statement 
To secure the long-term management of all existing colonies 
 
To increase the number of breeding sites within networks of existing habitat through 
appropriate management.  
 
It is envisaged that much of the work carried out on grizzled skipper in the Wyre 
Forest over the next three years will be carried out through both the SITA Trust 
‘Back to Orange’ Project and the wider HLF funded ‘Grow with Wyre’ Partnership 
Scheme. 
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7. Targets 
Target Type Target Text Baseline 

value 
Target 
Value 

Target 
Timescale 

Population Establish four new breeding sites for the butterfly in core population areas of 
Worcestershire 

3 7 2017 

Range Achieve appropriate management on sites outside the core population area 
of the Wyre Forest that could be reached through natural colonisation in 
order to increase the potential range of the butterfly  

0 sites 2 sites 2017 

Population Restore numbers of the butterfly recorded on the annual transect at 
Honeybourne to pre-2000 levels 

14 adults 50 adults 2017 

 
8. Actions 
Action Code Action 

Category 
Action Text  

Location 
Complete 
Action By 

Lead 
Organisation 

Support 
Organisations 

WRC GZS PL 01 9.8 Brownfield site developments to 
include habitat provision for grizzled 
skipper as a planning condition if 
the presence of the species is 
indicated by ecological survey or 
data search.  

Wychavon 
District 
 

2017 WDC WCC 
BC 

WRC GZS PL 02 9.8 Brownfield site developments to 
include habitat provision for grizzled 
skipper as a planning condition if 
the presence of the species is 
indicated by ecological survey or 
data search. 

Worcester City 2017 WorcsCC WCC 
BC 

WRC GZS PL 03 9.8 Brownfield site developments to 
include habitat provision for grizzled 
skipper as a planning condition if 
the presence of the species is 
indicated by ecological survey or 
data search. 

Redditch 
District 

2017 RBC WCC 
BC 

WRC GZS PL 04 9.8 Brownfield site developments to 
include habitat provision for grizzled 
skipper as a planning condition if 

Malvern Hills 
District 

2017 MHDC WCC 
BC 
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the presence of the species is 
indicated by ecological survey or 
data search. 

WRC GZS PL 05 9.8 Brownfield site developments to 
include habitat provision for grizzled 
skipper as a planning condition if 
the presence of the species is 
indicated by ecological survey or 
data search. 

Bromsgrove 
District 

2017 BDC WCC 
BC 

WRC GZS PL 06 9.8 Brownfield site developments to 
include habitat provision for grizzled 
skipper as a planning condition if 
the presence of the species is 
indicated by ecological survey or 
data search. 

Wyre Forest 
District 

2017 WFDC WCC 
BC 

WRC GZS HS 01 
 
 

6.12 
 
 

All minerals and waste 
developments to include habitat 
provision for grizzled skipper within 
mitigation or restoration schemes 
as a planning requirement. 

Worcestershire 2017 WCC BC, WDC, 
WorcsCC, RBC, 
MHDC, BDC, 
WFDC 

WRC GZS AP 01 1.3 Ensure the species requirements 
are included within appropriate local 
planning policy documents (e.g. 
Biodiversity SPD) and given due 
consideration during the 
development control decision-
making process. 

Wychavon 
District 

2017 WDC BC 

WRC GZS AP 02 1.3 Ensure the species requirements 
are included within appropriate local 
planning policy documents (e.g. 
Biodiversity SPD) and given due 
consideration during the 
development control decision-
making process. 

Worcester City 2017 WorcsCC BC 

WRC GZS AP 03 1.3 Ensure the species requirements 
are included within appropriate local 
planning policy documents (e.g. 

Redditch 
District 

2017 RBC BC 
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Biodiversity SPD) and given due 
consideration during the 
development control decision-
making process. 

WRC GZS AP 04 1.3 Ensure the species requirements 
are included within appropriate local 
planning policy documents (e.g. 
Biodiversity SPD) and given due 
consideration during the 
development control decision-
making process. 

Malvern Hills 
District 

2017 MHDC BC 

WRC GZS AP 05 1.3 Ensure the species requirements 
are included within appropriate local 
planning policy documents (e.g. 
Biodiversity SPD) and given due 
consideration during the 
development control decision-
making process. 

Bromsgrove 
District 

2017 BDC BC 

WRC GZS AP 06 1.3 Ensure the species requirements 
are included within appropriate local 
planning policy documents (e.g. 
Biodiversity SPD) and given due 
consideration during the 
development control decision-
making process. 

Wyre Forest 
District 

2017 WFDC BC 

WRC GZS AP 07 1.3 Ensure that grizzled skipper is 
included within biodiversity 
supplementary guidance document 
for Minerals and Waste Local 
Development Framework. 

Worcestershire 2012 WCC BC 

WRC GZS PL 07 9.1 Ensure that the grizzled skipper is 
recognized as an important species 
in the ELS and HLS targeting 
statement for the area.   

Worcestershire 2010 NE FWAG 
BC 

WRC GZS FR 01 4.1 Encourage landowners in the 
vicinity of grizzled skipper colonies 
to apply for HLS and take up 

Worcestershire 2017 BC NE 
FWAG 
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grassland and scrub management 
options to benefit the species.  

WRC GZS SP 01 11.3 Designate all current grizzled 
skipper sites as County Special 
Wildlife Sites. 

Worcestershire 2012 WWT BC 

WRC GZS CA 01 2.13 Continue to advise landowners of 
existing sites on appropriate 
management for the species.  

Worcestershire 2017 BC  

WRC GZS CP 01 3.16 Distribute species fact sheets to 
owners of existing and potential 
sites for grizzled skipper.  

Worcestershire 2010 BC  FCE 

WRC GZS AP 08 1.1 Continue to liaise with Sustrans 
over the appropriate management 
of disused railway lines where they 
have the potential to support 
grizzled skipper. 

Worcestershire 2017 BC  

WRC GZS CP 02 3.5 Write 5 articles for local media or 
other publications to increase public 
awareness of the species and 
appropriate habitat management.  

Worcestershire 2017 BC  

WRC GZS CP 03 3.4 Hold 5 events to increase public 
awareness of the species and how 
to protect and manage its habitat. 

Worcestershire 2017 BC  

WRC GZS HC 01 7.4 Identify potentially suitable, 
unoccupied habitats with 10 km of 
existing populations and assess 
possibility of re-establishment. 

Worcestershire 2012 BC  

WRC GZS FR 02 4.13 Use local media to promote public 
involvement in butterfly recording 
and to recruit volunteers to monitor 
potential grizzled skipper sites for 
the presence of the species.  

Worcestershire 2017 BC  

WRC GZS HC 02 7.2 Increase the level of management 
at Honeybourne to reconnect the 
colony with those on the Long 
Marston site. 

Honeybourne 2012 BC  

WRC GZS SM 01 12.1 Expand the area of habitat under Wyre Forest 2012 BC FCE 
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appropriate management for the 
species. 

NE 

WRC GZS SU 01 13.4 Establish transect route and carry 
out annual monitoring of population.   

Wyre Forest 2017 BC  FCE 
NE 

WRC GZS ID 01 8.1 Ensure that records for the species 
are entered onto GIS and make 
data available to WBRC on an 
annual basis.  

Worcestershire 2017 BC FCE 
NE 

WRC GZS RE 01 10.15 Conduct further research on habitat 
requirements and management 
techniques, especially methods of 
restoring habitat from scrub. 

Worcestershire 2017 BC  

WRC GZS SU 02 13.4 Undertake annual species transect.  Honeybourne 2017 BC FCE 
NE 

WRC GZS SU 03 13.4 Undertake annual habitat 
assessment and timed counts on 
areas being managed. 

Honeybourne 
and the Wyre 
Forest 

2017 BC  

 
 
 
 
 
 

BC – Butterfly Conservation   NE – Natural England    FCE – Forestry Commission England 
WDC – Wychavon District Council   WorcsCC  – Worcester City Council  RBC – Redditch Borough Council 
MHDC – Malvern Hills District Council  WFDC – Wyre Forest District Council  BDC – Bromsgrove District Council   
WCC – Worcestershire County Council  FWAG – Farming and Wildlife Advisory Group 
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